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On or about 26 Jamary 1948, some rajor Red Army mansuvers began within the
aroa bounded by WSsmar (T-49), Schwerin, 'Mitenburs (T-25), Zarrentin (T-15),
the Uemarcation Line, ani tnd DalTtiC COASU, AL 1640 AOUY UIVAIOLULG wwew
involved, at least two of which were motoriszed. The ohjeets of the maneuvera
vers apparsntly to practice the deployment of & motoriz>d formation in the
attack, cooperation of motorized formations during battle (esrecially from
the simmal corps roint of view), and the eonduct of the defenca.

The attacking foree assembled in the area south of Wismar and arcund Schwerin,
~nd nramaraed foar an attack to theuwsst ar northuest, The ormoaitian wwe an
eneny defensive position located arrroxiwato],y alons a line southeast of
Boltenhagen (0-20), northwest of Greveamihlen, norihwest. of Rehma (T-18), and
along the Demarcavion Line northeast of Ratssburg (~07). %The attackers had
to reconnoiter, destroy, and break throush this dafended position with fast
motorized and arrored units in the diroctisn of Luheck, The main axis of the
advance vas along the Schwerin-Gadebusch (T-27)-Reima~Schimbern (T-18)-Liibeclk
road. The breakthroush of at least the motoriszed units had to Ls planned along
thig axia, - ‘

On 28 Jamuary 1948, headquarters were establisted in the following places:
a., Overall diraction of the mansuvers: Schuworin.

b, Attacking foree: corps headquarters - Schwerin
armored or motorized division headquartzrs - Schwerin
unidentified divisioral headquarters - Cadebusch

c.. Defendieg force: headquarters pmbebi,y in oé nesr Schgnberg

Rifla units of the attacking force wore ohserved moving along the Gadebus:he
Rehna road. The troops showed oxcellent battle discipline. Two=-thirds o
the troops were equirped with machine carbines, one-third with rifles; eack
section was equirped with an IMG. The weapons and equipmenrt appeared to be
woll~cared-for. Nome of the EM appeared older than trenty-five, and nene
wore battle decorations or campaimn badges. Officers, when not accompany ing
their nen, rode in staff cars; none wers ssen on horseback, Accempanyinm the
advancing riflemen were horse-drawn carts, neariy all of vhich were ﬁlleﬁ
with straw.
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Strikinmly strong A4 protection wes obssrved, esreclally along the nmain
axis of advance, Seversl AA battories were observed in rosition. A1l
puns wers light (approxinstely 35 m.) and similar to the “Jehrmacht's
37 mn. plsce.

The tanks participating in the mancuvers were painly T~34's mounting long-
barrelied guns with muzzle-bralkes. Six to ten riflemen sat on each tank,
Soms Josef Stalin tanks and a small unit of zalf-propelled cuns (122 mm.)
on Josef Stalin chassis wero observed directly wast of Gadeabusch, The ’
tanks were narked and camouflamed during the day, and moved only at misht,

Earthworks wore thrown up by the defenline force batwarn lshna and Schéne
berg, These wore all itrencheg approximately Lwenty neters lons, each of
which was manned by & section. Artillery positions were located further
%o the rear. The defending forces were only of minor importance, and it
would appear that the wain object of the maneuvers was the exocution of
the attack,

On 20 February, eight rocket projectors, each movnted on a truck and loaded
for action, were observed northwest of Gedobusech. The maneuvers were come
pleted on 27 February 1948, and on that date motorized rifle units werc
obgerved moving throush Crivitz (T-56) in the direction of Parchin (%-74).
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